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Week ahead: 

Grade 7 Standardised Test, 27 February - 3 March: Economic Management Science. 
 

Thursday 23 February - District Athletics in Nelspruit. 
 

Friday 24 February - MJ Zwane Independent Schools Athletics @ Rob Ferreira. 

Friday 24 February - Penryn visit to Grade 6&7 is postponed. A new date will 
be communicated.   
 

Friday 03 March - Pre-School Bake Sale, 

Friday 03 March -  Fast 5 Netball @ Penryn u/10-Open.  

It has been interesting to follow the recent debate about some of the words Roald Dahl used when writing his 
books written for children. We are now in 2023 and people are judging Dahl’s choice of words by today’s sensibili-
ties. Roald Dahl was born in 1916 (107 years ago) and died in 1990 at the age of 74 (33 years ago). His books have 
been translated into 63 languages and have sold over 200 million copies.  

 

Dahl started telling bedtime stories to his children and these formed the basis for many of the children’s books 
that he later wrote. Dahl was educated in England. He and his mother travelled annually to Norway where she was 
told many fables which also influenced his work. Dahl was a fighter pilot during the second world war. In addition 
to children’s books, he wrote short stories for adults, poetry, stage scripts, screen plays, non-fiction, several cook-
ery books and countless articles for magazines. 

 

There is no doubt that Dahl held some views that in today’s modern and largely secular society are frowned upon. 
However, we cannot lose sight of the fact that Dahl was born into a very different age and grew up in a world that 
was markedly different to the world we live in today. I am sure he had a few flaws, but personally, I love his books.  

 

His children’s books remain popular because they are so uniquely descriptive and appeal to children’s imaginations 
and sense of humour. I love Roald Dahl’s short story, “Lamb to the Slaughter”. Written in 1953, it is both a horror 
and a humorous story (albeit dark humour) about a pregnant wife who quickly comes up with the perfect murder 
for her unfaithful husband. It is a story that highlights many relevant issues of the day and questions these assump-
tions.  

 

Dahl loved reading, and his love of reading certainly assisted in him becoming a world renowned writer. Being able 
to express oneself in the written or verbal form is a vital life skill and reading is an essential tool in developing this. 
Please read to your children, encourage them to read and share in the enjoyment of reading with them. 

 

On a different note, please could I ask that the parents of children who use transport to get to school and back 
home again let the child’s teacher know who the driver is. We will not let a child get into a vehicle with someone 
unless the parent of that child has given us the okay to do so. If a driver changes, or a family friend or uncle is go-
ing to collect the child – PLEASE let us know. 



From The Sport’s Desk 

The Athletics season is coming to an end this week with the MJ Zwane Independent School athletics meeting tomor-
row. Best of luck to all the athletes taking part.  

Next week we will start the second term sport. Girls can wear their skorts from next week. Every child needs to 
bring their own ball for rugby, netball and soccer.  

We will continue to swim for the rest of the term, children must please bring their costumes to school every day.  

Friday, 3 March we have a Fast Five Netball tournament at Penryn. u/10 – Open will be going. Teams will be an-
nounced on Monday. 

Senior Primary Parent Meetings: 

Grade 4 – 7 Parents 

The Senior Primary teachers will be available for parent interviews on- 

Date - Monday the 13th March 

Time – 15.00 – 17.30 (there are no time slots to book)  

Place – In each teacher’s classroom (Mr Bailey will be in the new library) 

The teachers will be in their classrooms. Please wait outside the classroom.  

You are welcome to pop in and take your child’s book to look through while you are waiting to see the teacher. 

If you need to see a teacher for longer than 10 minutes, please make an appointment on another day. 

We are really looking forward to seeing you all. 

The SP Team 

Mathematical Brain Teasers 

Try to solve these problems with your child. The first child to come to Mr Bailey’s office with the correct answer 

will receive a prize. 

• A hen and a half lays an egg and a half in a day and a half. How many eggs does one hen lay in one day? 

• Amanda lives with her teenage son, Matt, in the countryside—a car ride away from Matt’s school. Every 

afternoon, Amanda leaves the house at the same time, drives to the school at a constant speed, picks Matt 

up exactly when his chess club ends at 5 p.m., and then they immediately return home together at the same 

constant speed. But one day, Matt isn’t feeling well, so he leaves chess practice early and starts to head 

home on his portable scooter. After Matt has been scooting for an hour, Amanda comes across him in her 

car (on her usual route to pick him up), and they return together, arriving home 40 minutes earlier than they 

usually do. How much chess practice did Matt miss? 

Have fun!! 



Pre–Primary News 

This week the Cubs learnt all about breathing. Breathing is the most important thing our bodies do. Without lungs 
to breathe we cannot live. Taking in oxygen is only one of our lungs most important jobs. Your lungs also make it 
possible to vocalize sound and speech. Your brain helps during these processes, as it tells your lungs how much oxy-
gen to inhale and exhale. Remember to never put anything in your nose or mouth because it could harm your 
breathing. 

The Grade 000's have enjoyed a host of activities around this terms story The Three Little Pigs. Some of the fun in-
volved puppets shows, observing builders at work, crafts and building games. 



"In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for Me in earnest,  

you will find Me when you seek Me." 

Jeremiah 29:12-13 NLT 

Moms in Touch would like to invite you to join us to pray for our 

children and our wonderful school.  

Tuesday mornings in the carpark. God works through praying 

Mothers. Covering your children in prayer, will help give you peace 

for every aspect of their lives! 

Nothing better than a day at the beach wearing sunglasses- ‘the beach’ and ‘under the sea’ is our theme for the 
next two weeks.  

Friday was a day of fun, making our own "rainbow kebabs" using fruit and salad pieces. The Grade 0 children loved 
trying out their delicious combinations. 


